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tank can be built to hold very large quantities of oil, and
may be constructed wholly of reinforced concrete, or it
may consist of a steel tank supported in a concrete bed.
The principal difficulty with underground tanks is to
detect and repair leakage; whilst the presence of settled
water cannot be seen as easily as with exposed tanks.               T
Tanks of moderate capacity may be rectangular or
cylindrical in shape, and may be built at ground level or
be elevated on towers.                                                               ,
For locations whdre it is desired to make use of existing            \
coal bunker space for oil storage, tanks can be constructed            '*
from sectional cast-iron or steel plates.     These tanks can            i
be  made almost any shape  to  suit the available space            !
without disturbing existing walls or doorways, and with         ,  I
the minimum outlay in structural alterations.
These plates can be obtained from the manufacturers
in either cast-iron or mild steel, and with either internal            ;
or external flanges,                                                                     j
Cast-iron plates are naturally heavier than the pressed            1
steel plates, but it ia claimed that cast-iron IB not subject
to the rapid corrosion which wrought-iron or mild Bteel
undergoes.                                                                                  ]
Plates with internal flanges give a better external
appearance to the tank, but external flanges are easier
to keep oil-tight, and for this reason are to be preferred
for this class of tank.
The capacities available range up to 120 tons in the
elevated types, and up to 700 tons in the case of tanks
built at ground level.
Oil storage tanks should be placed as close to the boiler
house as possible, in order to reduce the length of service
piping. It 10 not advisable, however, to have large